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the task of verifying in the original all the citations which I have
admitted, without a single exception. The assistance which has
been given me for this part of my task by a learned Israelite, M.
Neubauer, well versed in Talmudic literature, has enabled me to go
further, and to clear up the most intricate parts of my subject
by new researches. The distinction of epochs is here most im-
portant, the compilation of the Talmud extending from the year
200 to about the year 500. We have brought to it as much dis-
cernment as is possible in the actual state of these studies. Dates
so recent will excite some fears among persons habituated to
accord value to a document only for the period in which it was
written. But such scruples would here be out of place. The
teaching of the Jews from the Asmonean epoch down to the
second century was principally oral. We must not judge of this
state of intelligence by the habits of an age of much writing. The
Vedas, and the ancient Arabian poems, have been preserved for
ages from memory, and yet these compositions present a very
distinct and delicate form. In the Talmud, on the contrary, the form
has no value. Let us add that before the Mishnah of Judas the
Saint, which has caused all others to be forgotten, there were
attempts at compilation, the commencement of which is probably
much earlier than is commonly supposed. The style of the Tal-
mud is that of loose notes; the collectors did no more probably
than classify under certain titles the enormous mass of writings
which had been accumulating in the different schools for genera-
tions.

It remains for us to speak of the documents which, presenting
themselves as biographies of the Founder of Christianity, must
naturally hold the first place in a Life of Jesus. A complete trea-
tise upon the compilation of the Gospels would be a work of itself.
Thanks to the excellent researches of which this question has
beefi the object during thirty years, a problem which was formerly
judged insurmountable has obtained a solution which, though
it leaves room for many uncertainties, fully suffices for the
necessities of History. We shall have occasion to return to